
ENJOY THE RIDE

I am an independent college counselor specializing in essay advising. From strategy to submission, I guide
clients through the college application process. If you would benefit from personalized support as you travel on
your college admissions journey, and if you would like help with your personal statements, activities descriptions,
and supplemental essays, contact me to schedule a consult. Visit maureencscudder.com to learn more.

LEARN MORE

You are the captain of your 
college admissions team. Make 
time to meet with your first mate! 
Bring your questions, concerns, 
ideas & plans to discuss.

MEET WITH YOUR SCHOOL 
COUNSELOR

You don’t have much time left to 
create a package that captures 
who you are. Choose your 
activities & classes wisely. 

PUT FINAL TOUCHES ON 
YOUR HIGH SCHOOL CAREER

You need the adults in your life. 
They will give you advice, cheer 
you on & write your letters of 
recommendation. Treat them 
with care & respect.

NURTURE RELATIONSHIPS 
WITH ADULTS

…or Coalition, UC, or ApplyTexas. 
Poke around & discover all the 
information there. The more 
comfortable you are navigating the 
platform, the better.

OPEN YOUR COMMON APP 
ACCOUNT

This part might be the hardest of   
the journey. You can research  
schools in different ways. I like to 
start with missions and majors. Then 
I prioritize price, distance from 
home, size, and extracurriculars. 
Last, I look at acceptance rates and 
rankings. Eventually you’ll move your 
schools into categories — reaches, 
targets & likelies. Be sure you love a 
few likelies! And remember, there’s 
more than one “right” school.

DO YOUR RESEARCH & 
BUILD YOUR SCHOOL LIST

Sign up, sign in, follow on social, 
open emails, communicate & visit! 
(Prospective Athletes, fill out the 
recruiting form on the athletics 
page under prospective students.)

SHOW SCHOOLS YOU CARE

PLAN YOUR VISITS & 
REGISTER FOR TOURS

Test optional has caused a ruckus 
& changed the game. I don’t mind 
the upheaval, but I want you to 
register & prepare for a test. 
Except in UCs, they’re still around.

REGISTER FOR THE SAT/ACT

Brainstorm Common App 
prompts (or other platforms 
and lone-ranger schools)

Gather & brainstorm 
supplemental prompts

Find a writing coach to help

Start writing & rewriting

Find an editor to make sure 
your essays are genuine, 
compelling & readable.

WRITE YOUR ESSAYS

Before summer arrives, ask two 
teachers for recommendations. 
Make an appointment to talk with 
each teacher face to face, share your 
hopes & send them your resume.

REQUEST LETTERS OF 
RECOMMENDATION

You get limited space, so you need 
to plan, crunch & squeeze. Choose 
activities wisely & strategize the 
order. Consider what you gained  
& what you gave. 

WRITE YOUR ACTIVITIES 
DESCRIPTIONS

Once every element of your 
application is carefully completed 
& proofread, you are ready to 
submit! Congratulations!

COMPLETE & SUBMIT 
YOUR APPLICATIONS !

A COLLEGE ADMISSIONS TIMELINE 

This might be the BEST part of 
the entire process!

If you can visit colleges, DO IT! 
Visit admissions pages to 
“schedule a campus visit.” (If you 
can’t get to campus, attend 
virtual tours and info sessions.) 
Then plan your trip!

…AND ENJOY THE RIDE!

https://www.maureencscudder.com/
https://www.maureencscudder.com/

